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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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A  i^adio  talk  by  J.  3’.  K-incer,  Weather  Bureau,  delivered 
of  Agriculture  period-,  -  Ha, tiohal  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Wednesday 
"broadcast  hy  a' net-work  ef  50  associate  HBC  radio  stations. 


The ,  weather  of  April  is  of  considera"ble  importance  to  farmers,  in  most  parts 
of  the  country.  This  month  marks  the  "beginning  of  active  field  work  rather  gen¬ 
erally  in  the  central  and- northern  States,  and,  usually,  the  most  important 
spring  plantings  are  accomplished,  or  well  "begun,  hy  the  close  of  April.  Cotton 
planting,  in  an  average  year,  ha.s  "become  general  well  into  the  northern  parts  of 
the  "belt  oy  the  first  of  May  and  corn  planting  normally  "begins  as  far  Horth  as 
southeastern  Pa.,  central  Ind,,  and  southern  Iowa,  Spring  wheat  and  oats  in  an 
avera-ge  yeah;  aire -, nearly  hll  seeded  "by  the  close  of  April.  The  month  is  also  im¬ 
portant  vdth  regard'  to  fruit,  as  untimely  frosts  are  often  destructive  to  "blos¬ 
soms  when  they  happen  to  "become  a"bnormally  advanced  "by  wa.rm  weallier.  After  the 
first  of  May  ki-iling  frost  does  not  usually  occur  farther  .south  than,  southeastern 
Pa.,  central' Ohio,  northern  Ill , ,  central  Iowa,  and  east-central  He"braska,  thou^ 
in  the  hi^ier  Appalachian  Mountains  of  the  Ea,st  the  average  date  of  occurrence 
is  somewhat  later  than  May  1  as'  far  South  as  somie  weatem  North  Carolina  local¬ 
ities.  On  the  whole,  this  year,  there  has  "been  less  than  the  average  amount  of 
damage  -oy  frost.  The  season  has  "been  mostly  from  10  days  to  tvro  weeks  or  more 
late,  ..... 

Generally  speaking,  April  "brou^t  no  outstanding  abnormalities  in  temper¬ 
ature  Conditions,  thou^  c?nsidera"ble  variations  were  experienced  from  tin-^e  to 
time  d-uring  the  month.  Most  of  the  first  decade  was  a'bnormally  cold  in  the  North¬ 
west  and  \varrner  than  normCvl  over  the  eastern  areas.  The  second  decade  hal  ra.ther 
mamked  sa"bnormal  warmth -in  most  of  the  South,  No  unusually  low  temperatures  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  central  and  eastern  portions  of  the  country.  In  the  East,  freezing 
weather  wa.s  experienced  well  to  the  s-.-5uthem  portions  of  the  Appal.anhian  districts, 
"but  in  the  interior  of  the^  c^-untry  the  line  of  freezing  reached  only  to  extreme 
northern  Missouri,  The  lowest  temperature  reported  from  a  firs-order  sta.tion  was 
4*^  above  zero',  a.t  Yellowstone  Pa.rk,  ‘  Wyo . ,' on  the  10th. 
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The  temperature  for  the  month  averaged  remarkably  near  no imal  practically 
everywhere  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  monthly  means  .v/ere  3^  or  4*^  -above 
normal' in  a.  liirdted  area  of  the  Northeast,  but  elsewhere  they  ran  generally  from 
1  belov;  normal-  to  about  1*^  above.  The  Rocky  Mountain  sections  had  a  moderately 
Cool  month,  on  the  whole,  as  the  temperature  averaged  from  to  4P  below  normal 
over  that  section.  The  pacific  Coa,st  Stales  had  substantially  normal  conditions. 
Precipi  ta,tion  was  decidedly  spotted,  thou^  most  places  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  had  above  normal  for  the  month.  The  Northeast,  the  middle  and  upper  Ohio 
Valley,  and  the  central  and  east  Gulf  districts  had  an  outstandingly  wet  month, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  parts  of  the  south  Atlantic  area  were  decidedly  dry, 
with  some  sta.tions  reporting  less  than  half  the  monthly  normal.  The  Southwest, 
including  much  of  Texas,  had  very  little  rain,  and  an  area  in  the  north-central 
portion  of  the  country,  centering  in  southwestern  Iowa,  had  less  than  normal. 
Much  more  than  the  usual  amount  was  received  in  the  west— central  Great  Plains, 
where  moisture  has  been  deficient  for  many  months;  thus  region  received  about 
twice  the  normal. 
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Conditions  have  heen  decidedly  unfavorahle  for  planting  cotton,  hat  re¬ 
cently  seeding. has  shorn  nor e  activity.  However,  generally  speaking,  the  weather 
and  soil  continue  far  . fro, n  favorable'  for  rapid  progress,  and  poor  to  onl2^  fair 
advance- in  seeding  is, 'the  general  rule;  this  work  is  "unusually  late  in  most  sec¬ 
tions.  In  Texas,  dryness  continues  to  retard  field  work  over  lahge  areas,  thou^ 
it  has  been  too  wet  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State;  gemination  and 
growth  of  early  planted  cotton  a.re  slov;  in  this  State,  In  OIcLahona,  progress 
has  been  only  fai r,,.  ^t  planting  has  become  general.  In  the  central  portions  of 
the  belt  many  fields  are -still  too  wet,  but  better  advance  in  seeding  is  now  re¬ 
ported  from  most  sections,  while  the  weather  in  the  Atlantic  States,  has  been 
fairly  la.vorable,  thou^  cool  ni^ts  retarded  gemination;  some  chopping  out  of 
cotton  is  reported  a.s  far  north  as  .southern  South  Ca,rolina. 

Much' of  'the.  com  belt  has  been  persi-stently  too  we^t  for  field  work,  but 
c-in si derabie  preparation  wp-s  accomplished  during  the  past  week;  planting  is  not 
yet  a„ctive,.  Some  s.ca^ered  fields  .of  corn  have  been  seeded  nor'thward  to  southern 
Indiana,,  the  central,  porti-n  of  Illinois,  end  in  Iowa  as  far  north  a.s  Marshall 
County,  In;  the  ppains  Stakes  planting  ho,s  started  as  far  north  as  southern 
IT ebro,ska.  In  Kansas  seeding  is  well  along  in  the  southeast,  with  some  fields  up 
to  fair  stands;  Oklahoma,  plantings  are  about  completed. 

The  seeding  of  spring  wheat  has.  made  good  progress  during  the  la,st  few  days, 
being  now  completed,  or  nea-rly  so,-  in  most  places.  The  early  seeded  is  coring  up 
to  satisfaotory  stands,  A  substantial  amount  of  bela-ted  oat  seeding  v/a,s  acc-om- 
pli  shed  during  this  past  weelc  and  the  crop,  v/hile  late,  shows  satisfactory  ger¬ 
mination,  except  in  the  dry  Sou'thwdst. 

Recent  rains  have  decidedly,  improved  the  co.nditions  of  the  soil  in  the  area 
from  the  lake  region  westward,  and  there  is  now  sufficient  moisture  for  present 
needs  in  most  central  and  northern  plains  Stakes. 

Additional  moisture  has  been  decidedly  helpful  also  in  the  Pacific  north¬ 
west  and  in  the  central  Rocky  Mountain  districts.  Rain  is  still  needed  in  most 
of  Texas,  and  some  ahj'^ining  sections,  while  additional  'showers  would  be  welcom.e 
in  south  Atlantic  localities,  especially ,  in  South  Carolina, 

Winter  wheat  is  .doing,  well  in  most  of  the  Southeast  and  East,  while  in  'the 
Ohio  Volley,  progress  and  condition  of  the  crop  range  from  fair  to  excellent, 
although  some  lowlands  have  beai  too.  wet.  In  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  eovstem 
Kansan  development  continued  favorable,  but  in  western  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and 
Texan  wherk  remains  very  poor  to  o.nly  fair;  in  western  Kansas  many  fields  are 
still  entirely  bare,  \'hile  others  are  scarcely  showing  green.  Early  seeded  spring 
\theat  and  oats  have  gemnnaked  satisfactorily. 


